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Ryde Chorus gave us a 
treat on Saturday at All 
Saints’ Church, Ryde – a 
concert of 18th-century 
music from Vienna: an era 
of unparalleled European 
musical creativity. 

The concert focused on 
three composers from the 
period: Haydn, Mozart and 
Beethoven.

The first half of the concert 
was quite intimate in scale. 
The soloists for later in 
the concert, and James 
Longford, the accompanist, 
each performed a solo piece. 
The atmosphere was almost 
salon-esque, certainly close 
up and personal.

Then came the climax of the 
first half of the programme: 
the choir and soloists joined 
in a performance of Haydn’s 
“Little Organ Mass”. This 
was a real treat. Continuing 
the chamber-performance 
character of the solo pieces, 
this was a delightfully light, 
energetic and transparent 
performance, with some 
really poignant moments – 

in particular, the Miserere 
section of the Sanctus which 
was quite uplifting.

The second half of the 
concert was more choral. 
Soloists and choir joined 
together in a number of 
Beethoven pieces, from 
the familiar Ode “An die 
Freude” to an excellent 
interpretation of the 
Hallelujah from his oratorio 
“Christ on the Mount of 
Olives”. As a finale we were 
treated to Mozart’s Missa 
Brevis in D major. This 
contrasted with Haydn’s 
Missa Brevis in part one – it 
was larger, more “choral”, 
and in some respects, 
jollier, even in the more 
solemn parts of the libretto.

All in all, the evening was 
a lovely insight into the 
extraordinary musicality of 
the period and left one with 
a longing to experience 
more of this astonishing 
creativity.
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By Peter Savory

Platform One welcomes
new Fashion Futures

The sustainable fashion team at Wadham’s, 
in St James’ Square, Newport, is hosting an 
open day tomorrow (Saturday) in support 
of the fashion revolution.

There will be the chance to look around 
the unique learning space, where a range of 
student-led sustainable fashion and textile 
workshops will be held throughout the day.

The team will also be opening a concept 
store, known as ‘Fashion Futures’, to 
launch their very first clothing range 
designed, cut and sewn in house. 

The building will be open to the public 
from 10am to 4pm. To learn more about 
fashion revolution week visit iw.observer/
fashionrevolution.




